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Japanese Heavy Cruiser Mikuma

The second of four Mogami Class Cruisers to be
equipped with five 15.5cm tnple guns, and built with a
massive 8,500tons standard displacement, was the
Mikuma, completed in August 1935 at the Mitsubishi
Shipyards in Nagasaki. At this time, the London Naval
Arms Reduction Treaty regulated the number of ships
owned by all Navies and classified cruisers equipped
with guns bigger than 15.5cm as heavy cruisers and
cruisers with guns 15.5cm or under as light cruisers.
According to this treaty, heavy cruiser number was
limited to 18 for the US Navy and 12 for the Japanese
Navy. The Japanese Navy planned to construct
enough light cruisers of the “Mogami class” to fill in
this inferiority and had the secret intention to transform
these Naval vessels into Heavy Cruisers after the trea-
ty. After the treaty expired, these intentions were con-
firmed when the Japanese Navy replaced 15.5cm tri-
ple guns with 20.3cm dual guns from June to
December of 1939. Like her elder sister, the Mogami,
the Mikuma was equipped with thick armor for effec-
tive protection from enemy cruiser attacks as well as
heavy weapons. To keep these ships’ displacements
from rising over 8,500tons, despite their heavy load,
special weight savings techniques such as use of
electric welding and light alloy were extensively used,
and bridge and engine structures were simplified.
However, these extreme weight savings techniques
brought about concerns of the ships losing strength
and the hull was reinforced. After replacing the main
guns, standard displacement of these cruisers ex-
ceeded 12,000tons. Though of the same class, the Mi-
kuma’s bridge and other structures are slightly differ-
ent from those of the Mogam.

The Role of the Mikuma in the Pacific War

The Mikuma, which was part of the 7th Heavy Cruiser
Squadron of the 2nd fleet with its sister ships Mogami,
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Suzuya and Kumano, took part in the Malay Iandlng
operation and the Battle of Sunda Strait at the begin-
ning of the Pacific War. The Mikuma demonstrated its
attack capabilities during the Battle of Sunda Strait.
After the US Heavy Cruiser Houston and the Australian
Light Cruiser Perth intercepted and opened fire on a
Japanese Military amphibious landing group, a squad-
ron of Japanese destroyers led by light cruisers re-
turned fire. Soon after, the Mikuma and Mogami joined
the line. A barrage of Japanese torpedoes and 20.3cm
shells slammed into the Perth, followed by the Hous-
ton. Both ships were engulfed in flames and eventually
sank. During this Naval battle, the Japanese fleet dem-
onstrated its superior night fighting capabilities. The
Mikuma also played a major role in the Japanese cap-
ture of the Jawa Islands and occupation of the Jawa
sea area.

The Mikuma at Midway

After the Battle of Batavia, the Mikuma effectively par-
ticipated in a campaign to attack trade ships around
the Ceilon Islands. The Mikuma fought her final battle
In June 1942. In an attack to take Midway Island and
destroy US Aircraft Carriers, the Mikuma and other
ships of the 7th Heavy Cruiser Squadron were as-
signed to support a landing group and fire their can-
ons at the US airbase on Midway Island. However,
while all the forces in the 7th Heavy Cruiser Squadron
had closed on Midway Island by the end of June 5th,
the loss of 4 main aircraft carriers necessitated a full
withdrawal. As the Mikuma engaged in a full-speed re-
treat, an enemy submarine was spotted of her bow.
When all ships of the 7th Squadron made simultane-
ous evasive maneuvers, initiating a full turn-around,
the tail of the Mogami moved forward and slammed
into the portside mid-hull of the Mikuma. The Mikuma
then was faced with the daunting task of defending
the more seriously damaged Mogami from enemy air-
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craft during a bitter retreat. Though surviving the night,
the Mikuma sustained heavy attacks the following
morning from bombers dispatched from the US air-
base on Midway and fighters from two US Aircraft Car-
riers, the Hornet and Enterprise. Immobilized from
concentrated bombing and torpedo attacks, and with
the Mogami long destroyed, the solidly constructed
Mikuma still refused to sink. However, on the evening
of June 7th the order was finally given to abandon
ship. Full-evacuation onto a Japanese cruiser that
came to the rescue was done in haste, with the crew
not sparing the time to see their ship off, as the Miku-
ma sank to the ocean floor on the seas Northwest of
Midway.

Packing the 20.3cm Dual Guns

The Mikuma had her main armament changed from 60
caliber 15.5cm guns to 50 caliber 20.3cm guns. The
firepower and overall specifications of these guns
were as follows: initial speed- 835m/second, max
range- 28,900m, weight of shell- 125.5kg, cannon ele-
vation range- -5 degrees to +55 degrees. In the gun
compartments, the battery and gun crew chiefs would
oversee gunners and loaders (a total of 23 crew). The
turrets were protected with 25mm thick armor. The 3rd
and 4th turrets were equipped with 8-meter range find-
ers. Just before she sunk, the U.S. military was able to
take close range aerial photographs of the Mikuma.
Noticing that her supposed 15.5cm guns had been up-
graded to 20.3cm guns, the U.S. military was said to
take extra caution when facing the remaining Mogami
Class Japanese Heavy Cruisers.
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