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Faced with the threat of Japan’s Super Dreadnought
Battleships of the Yamato class, the U.S. Navy began
construction of the largest battleships it would ever
build; the lowa class. Of the six planned, only BB-61
lowa, BB-62 New Jersey, BB-63 Missouri and BB-64
Wisconsin were completed. The USS lowa, namesake
of the class, and her sister ships proved to be the last
battleships built by the U.S. as changes in technology
and doctrine greatly reduced the primacy of their role
in naval warfare.

B America’s Last Battleships

Following the termination of the Washington Naval
Arms Reduction Treaty, which limited capital ships to
35,000 tons displacement, the US Navy immediately
began construction on a new line of large battleships.
Displacing over 35,000 tons, these massive ships, in-
cluding the North Carolina and South Dakota class,
were armed with 40.6cm main guns, yet featured rela-
tively limited armor protection and top speeds. Want-
ing a faster battleship that could operate more effec-
tively with cruisers and aircraft carriers, the US Navy
drew up plans for the new lowa class, displacing
45,000 tons and capable of a maximum speed of 33
knots. Compared with the 130,000hp output of South
Dakota class battleships, the lowa class boasted an
amazing 212,000hp. Despite its large size, with the hull
stretching 270.4m, lowa class battleships were spe-
cially designed narrow, with their 33m beam allowing
them to just pass through the Panama Canal. Added
to this long shape was a “bulbous” bow designed for
reducing drag, giving lowa class battleships a unique
look. For their main armament, they packed three tur-
rets of 50 caliber 40.6cm MK?7 triple guns with muzzle
velocity of 762m per second and maximum range of
38.7km. Secondary armament included ten turrets of
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38 caliber 12.7cm Mk28 double guns, and anti-aircraft
armament included nineteen turrets of 40mm quadru-
ple guns and fifty 20mm machine guns. lowa class
battleships were also fitted with a unique internal ar-
mor system. The first ship, BB-61 lowa, was comple-
ted in June 1940, followed by BB-62 New Jersey in
September, while BB-63 Missouri and BB-64 Wiscon-
sin were both completed in January 1941. With the
outbreak of war in the Pacific, the US Navy shifted its
focus to producing aircraft carriers, judging that large
battleships, such as the planned Montana class, were
not necessary to win the war with Japan. Thus events
determined that the four sisters of the lowa class
would be the last Battleships built by the US Navy.
WUSS lowa in Action

Commissioned in February 1943, the USS lowa got
underway for Newfoundland in late August to ward off
the German Battleship Tirpitz which was then lurking
in Norwegian waters. In the fall, lowa had the duty of
carrying US President Roosevelt to Casablanca in
Northern Africa on the first part of his journey to the
Tehran Conference. lowa departed the US for the Pa-
cific Theater in January 1944, making her combat deb-
ut in the campaign for the Marshall Islands. She
served mainly to support carrier based air strikes
against Japanese-held islands, protecting said carri-
ers and shelling enemy shore and naval positions. She
next took part in an assault on a Japanese naval base
at Truk, Caroline Islands, patrolling for enemy ships
trying to escape to the north. On March 18, lowa un-
dertook bombardment of Mili Atoll in the Marshall Is-
lands during which action she was struck twice by
enemy fire, yet suffered little damage. At the opening
of the Marianas campaign, lowa bombarded enemy
positions on Saipan and Tinian on June 13-14. She
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took part in the decisive Battle of the Philippine Sea
on June 19-20, putting her speed to good use in
screening the carriers of the US task force from mas-
sive Japanese air attacks. lowa also participated in
the Battle of Leyte Gulf in late October, but missed a
chance for a showdown with her nemesis the Japa-
nese battleship Yamato, much to the regret of naval
enthusiasts everywhere. We will never know which
ship would have prevailed in such an encounter: lowa
with her high speed and advanced radar system, or
mighty Yamato which boasted greater range in her
46cm guns. After assisting the assault on the Philip-
pines, lowa took part in the Okinawa invasion as well
as supporting air strikes on Kyushu. Together with sis-
ter ships USS Missouri and USS Wisconsin, lowa
bombarded industrial cities on the Japanese home-
land towards the end of the war. lowa ended her WWII
service by serving as Admiral William F. Halsey’s flag-
ship during the surrender ceremony in Tokyo Bay on
September 2, 1945. After the outbreak of war on the
Korean peninsula, lowa was recommissioned for ac-
tive duty on August 25, 1951. She served in combat
operations from April to October of 1952, shelling ene-
my targets on the east coast of Korea in support of
ground troops. She then served as a training ship until
being decommissioned for a second time on February
24, 1958. After more than 25 years in retirement, lowa
was modernized under the 1980s navy buildup and re-
commissioned in April 1984. She took part in numer-
ous deployments around the world, including a six-
month stint as flagship for the US Navy Sixth Fleet in
1989. Decommissioned for the last time in 1990, lowa
is currently berthed in Suisun Bay, San Francisco as
part of the Reserve Fleet.
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A CAUTION @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before com-
mencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles
the model. ®When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be
taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and
/or cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children. Children must
not be allowed to put parts in their mouths, or pull vinyl bag over their heads.
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The USS lowa featured a number of different color schemes
throughout her service life. At the time of completion she was
colored in Measure 22 Atlantic camouflage. She was painted in
Measure 32/1B anti-submarine camouflage before departing for
the Pacific in January 1944, and photographs taken later depict
an array of different pattern variations. This guide describes the
camouflage used during the Marianas Campaign in June 1944.
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% Refer to painting diagram for painting of hull. Detailed paint-

ing is called out during construction. @ denotes number for
Tamiya Paint Color.
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